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PROPOSALS     FOR     COMMERCIAL     GROWTH 


NORTH      CAROLINA 


INTRODUCTION 
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CHARACTER :   Develop  the  downtown  in 
such  a  manner  that  a  positive  charac- 
ter will  be  established  and  thus  pro- 
vide Ahoskie  with  a  unique  identity. 
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The  general  configuration  of  development 
can  be  seen  on  the  opposite  page. 
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PROJECTS  FOR  DEVELOPMENT 

Listed  below  are  specific  proj- 
ects that  should  be  of  immediate  con- 
cern to  the  merchants  and  property 
owners  of  the  downtown  area.   The  op- 
posite sketch  plan  shows  in  some  detail 
the  location  of  the  various  projects 
mentioned. 
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Improve  and  re- 
organize the  area  to  the  rear  of  the 
Ahoskie  Department  Store.   New  paving, 
line  markings,  and  tree  planting 
should  be  fully  developed.   This  area 
could  be  substantially  enlarged  if  one 
of  the  spur  tracks  (350  feet)  of  the 
Seaboard  Coast  Line  Railroad  were  re- 
moved and  developed  as  parking. 

REAR  ENTRANCES ;   All  stores  and  busi- 
nesses that  front  on  Main  Street  should 
consider  developing  and  improving  their 
rear  entrances  as  the  off-street  park- 
ing lots  are  constructed.   These  improve 
ments  should  include  building  renovation, 
paving  materials,  lighting,  and  land- 
scaping. 


J 


.^iiiiiimij) 

^flTrrrnml 

Qllilllllllf] 


PROPOSED 


EXISTIMG      E>U 
PROPOSED    bU 


(continued    next    page) 
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NEW  STRUCTURES:   Vacant  land  for  new 


downtown  commercial  construction  is 
scarce.   Good  locations  for  new 
structures  are  on  the  south  side  of 
Main  Street  between  Maple  and  Rhue 
Streets,  and  across  the  street  next 
to  the  barber  shop.   The  lots  direct- 
ly north  and  east  of  City  Hall  are 
both  marginal  uses  and  should  have  a 
potential  for  commercial  building 
sites. 
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U ♦  S .  HIGHWAY  13 ;   Commercial  development  on  U.  S.  13  is  confined  to  two 
areas.   The  north  area  consists  of  a  restaurant,  two  motels,  a  service 
station  and  a  supermarket.   The  restaurant  and  motels  are  well  landscaped 
and  do  not  need  any  improvements.   The  service  station  and  supermarket  both 
lack  any  greenery  and  are  in  need  of  general  landscaping  improvements. 

The  area  at  the  intersection  of  U.  S.  13  and  Main  Street  has  two  service 
stations  that  would  be  much  improved  in  appearance  if  some  landscape  effort 
wa  s  ma  de  . 

These  businesses  often  are  the  only  representation  of  Ahoskie  that  a 
traveler  on  U.  S.  13  sees  as  he  passes  through  the  community.   Consequently 
these  businesses  should  give  their  best  appearance. 


V^    MEMORIAL       DQIVE        AREA 


MEMORIAL  DRIVE:   At  present  the  commercial  development  on  Memorial  Drive  is 
irganized .   The  businesses  on  the  south  side  of  the  Drive  have  new 

and  pull-off  areas  for  automobiles.   The  stores  have  a  setback 
highway,  but  are  in  bad  need  of  trees  and  shrubs.   It  is  recommend- 
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tree  planting  program  be  developed  that  will  ultimately  result  in 
g  of  Memorial  Drive  with  trees.   These  trees  would  develop  continu- 

the  Drive  and  soften  the  appearance  of  the  businesses  and  auto- 
shopping  center  area  has  the  greatest  prospects  and  also  the  great- 
r  of  problems.   The  scattered  and  unrelated  development  in  this 
somewhat  fragmented  the  potential  area  for  development,  and  is 

a  very  inconvenient  shopping  facility.   The  sketch  plan  above 
tes  some  possibilities  for  improvement  and  general  organization  of 
reas,  vehicular  circulation,  new  store  locations  and  tree  planting 

to  pull  the  area  together  as  one  unit.   If  good  development  is  to 

overall  look  at  this  entire  area  must  be  given  and  coordination 
d  owners,  builders  and  business  operators  must  be  worked  out  for 
1  benefit  of  all. 


DEVELOPMENT  RESPONSIBILITIES 
Businessmen  and  Property  Owners 
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1)  Each  businessman  and  property  owner  should  take  a  critical 
at  his  place  of  business  as  to  both  interior  and  exterior  ap- 

ance  and  initiate  a  long-range  program  to  improve  each  structure 
he  business  district. 

2)  Downtown  merchants  should  participate 
p  additional  off-street  parking  lots. 

3)  Employers  and  employees  should  make  all  "close 
es  available  by  parking  on  the  fringes  of  the  commercial  areas. 

4)  On-street  improvements  such  as  trees  and  general  landscaping 
Id  be  financed  in  part  or  wholly  by  the  adjacent  business  property 
r  s  . 

5)  Rear  entrances  of  businesses  should  be  improved  or  developed 
downtown  properties  to  encourage  off-street  parking. 

6)  Merchants  and  property  owners  in  the  Memorial  Boulevard  shop- 
center  should  work  as  a  group  in  order  to  bring  some  unity  to  the 

lex  through  future  development. 

7)  The  merchants  should  organize  to  promote  the  business  com- 

ty  as  a  unified  shopping  facility  and  encourage  simultaneous  sales 
area-wide  advertisement. 


Town  Government 


of  f- 

s  t  re 
pede 

of  t 
expa 

impr 
e  nco 

must 
and 
thor 
a  cce 
fit 


1)  Th 
street 

2)  Th 
et  impr 
s tr  ian 

3)  Th 
he  sout 
nd  the 

4)  Th 
o vemen t 
urag  erne 

5)  Th 
be  pro 

around 
ough  f ar 
ss  to  a 
to  t  he 


e  Town 
parking 
e  Town 
oveme  nt 
cros  swa 
e  Town 
hern  s  p 
ex  is  t  in 
e  mun  i  c 
within 
n  t  wh  e  n 
e  basic 
per ly  m 
the  Tow 
e  plan 
nd  a  r ou 
bu  s  i  nes 


should  continue  and  broaden  its  policy  of  developing 

areas, 
should  cooperate  with  merchants  in  developing  on- 
s  such  as  tree  planting,  sidewalk  improvements,  and 
Iks. 

should  participate  in  efforts  to  effect  the  removal 
ur  track,  across  from  the  present  depot,  in  order  to 
g  off-street  parking, 
ipal  government  must  be  sympathetic  toward  efforts  of 

the  downtown  and  fringe  areas,  giving  assistance  and 
ever  possible. 

vehicular  circulation  system  within  the  community 
aintained  for  easy  access.   Improvements  of  roads  into 
n  in  conjunction  with  the  development  of  the  Town's 
should  be  promoted  as  rapidly  as  possible.   Convenient 
nd  the  town  should  not  be  overlooked  as  a  major  bene- 
s  c  ommuni t  y . 
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